SCHOOL DISTRICT SURVEY

The following survey will take about 20-25 minutes to complete.   Please be as thorough as possible and indicate any items that apply to your school district during the 2003-2004 and the 2004-2005 school years.  We recommend that you update your survey at least annually.

Some personal information is required below.  However, the information noted with an “*” will not appear on the internet and will be kept strictly confidential.  It will only be used 1) as our means to confirm the validity of your submission; 2) so that we can contact you for verification of any information and/or problem that you note is in the process of being resolved; 3) to notify you to update your information in the future; and, 4) to verify when a family is updating a survey for a particular year. If you have home educated in more than one school district since the school years indicated, please submit separate surveys for each district but only one survey per family.   

SURVEY

I certify that I am the person noted below and that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge information and belief.

*Signature_________________________________

*Print Name​​​​​___________________________________

*Address_____________________________________

*City, State, Zip_______________________________

*Phone  (_____)___________

*Email__________________________

Please mark all items that apply to your school district whether or not the issue was resolved.

County___________________School District___________________________________

Friendliness FACTOR


2003-2004   2004-2005  

District personnel act respectfully towards home educators and their students

District accepts affidavit (attesting before a notary) that immunizations are up to date 


or that there is an appropriate exemption without further documentation as per 


Section 1327.1(b)(1)

District accepts affidavit (attesting before a notary) that health and medical services 


have been or will be done without further documentation as per Section 



1327.1(b)(1)

District does not require proof of high school diploma or GED since it is not 

mentioned in the law to be submitted or attested to in affidavit

District accepts and approves alternative evaluators as provided for in Section 



1327.1(e)(2) of Public School Code 

District signs PHEAA form for homeschool graduates to receive the PHEAA grant for 

college

District accepts home education credits when enrolling in public school

District offers use of science equipment 

District grants access to school library as per Section 502 of the Public School Code

District requires only submission of evaluation letter and not portfolio at the end of 


the year
District allows use of gym/track during summer and off school hours as per Section 

502 of the Public School Code

District allows use of computer labs as per Section 502 of the Public School Code

District allows use of fitness center at district schools as per Section 502 of the Public 

School Code

District allows access to school’s swimming pool, if any, as per Section 502 of the 

Public School Code 

District respects your religious exemption under the Religious Freedom Protection 

Act 

District grants access to guidance counselors, if requested

When respectfully explaining the law to district personnel, corrections are made and 

unreasonable demands or violations of the law cease
HOSTILITY ISSUES

2003-2004    2004-2005

District requires proof of high school diploma or GED even though it is not 

mentioned in the law to be submitted or attested to in affidavit

District will not sign PHEAA form for homeschool graduates to receive the PHEAA 


grant for college

District will not accept home education credits when enrolling in public school

District requires dropping off portfolios to the building of the student’s grade level 

instead of superintendent’s office as provided for in Section 1327.1(h) of the Public School Code

District personnel criticizes or does not respect different teaching/learning styles or 

philosophies represented in portfolio 

District has higher expectation of homeschoolers than they do for their own students 

when reviewing portfolios

District has higher expectation of homeschoolers than they do for their own students 

when placing in classes for public school enrollment

District insists upon meeting with family and/or student before beginning home 



education program 

District does not return portfolios in a timely manner 

District refuses services to special needs students 

Correspondence from district is disrespectful 

District is critical and demeaning of homeschooling and home education programs 

District refuses to put unreasonable demands in writing 

District does not respect your religious exemption under the Religious Freedom 



Protection Act 

District personnel speak disrespectfully or with intimidation towards parents 

District personnel speak disrespectfully or with intimidation towards homeschooled 

students 

District personnel criticize the family or their decision to home educate with others 

outside the family 

District tells parents they are not qualified to home educate

If homeschoolers participate in extra-curriculars, they are treated unfairly by district 


personnel or coaches 

Superintendent wants home educators to give all correspondence, questions, or 



documentation to someone else in the district (please list title of district 



employee)______________________ 

COMPLAINTS/POSSIBLE violations of district Compliance with the Home Education Law 

Affidavit and objectives

2003-2004    2004-2005

District insists upon the use of a specific form of affidavit 

District requests more personal information on students than is required by law (social 

security number, date of birth, etc.) 

District requires completing forms necessary to enroll in the district school 

District insists upon receiving a copy of the parent’s high school diploma or GED 

District insists upon home education program following their school calendar

Districts rejects objectives (please explain)___________________________ 

District tells parents that they may not home educate because “the district has already 




met it’s quota”

Districts disapproves home education program based upon objectives 

District claims that “applications” for home education may not be submitted after 

August 1 

District claims that “applications” for home education may not be submitted after the 

beginning of the school year 

District insists upon home visits 

District sends letter “approving” home education program instead of simply 

acknowledging receipt of affidavit and objectives 

District insists upon submission of immunization records 

District insists upon submission of proof of health and medical services 

District requests/requires submission of student’s complete medical records 

District insists upon meeting with family before beginning home education program 

District personnel, not the superintendent, insist on receiving the affidavit (position 

held) 

District refuses to allow home education program to begin until affidavit is ‘approved’ 

District requires submission of paperwork despite the fact the student is not yet 8 year 

old or is now 17 and outside of the compulsory attendance laws 

Special needs and other student issues

2003-2004    2004-2005

District insists that parents begin to homeschool students who are special needs 



students to avoid providing services 

District insists that parents begin to homeschool students who are behavioral 



problems to avoid providing alternative education 

District insists upon evaluation of student by specialists to label a student who is not 


yet labeled as special needs 

District refuses to accept documentation from a professional that a previously labeled 

student no longer has special needs 

District refuses special needs services that are provided to non-public school students

Privacy issues

2003-2004    2004-2005

District sends documentation of home education program to other educational 

institutions without written consent of parents 

School nurse requests information already submitted with affidavit or not required by 

law 

District requires health or medical services or exams be performed by district 



personnel 

Guidance counselor requests information or meetings with students not required by 

law 

Any correspondence sent to the family is copied to other district personnel (please 

list title of those copied)_____________________________________________
Privacy of portfolios is not respected and shown to other families in the district 

Privacy of portfolios is not respected and shown to other district personnel 

Due process and truancy issues

2003-2004    2004-2005

District threatens to file truancy charges against family (why)__________________ 

District files truancy charges against parents instead of due process hearing 

District does not follow requirements of a hearing examiner for due process 

Curriculum and content

2003-2004    2004-2005

District insists upon following the public school’s Chapter 4 Regulations 

(academic standards) 

District requires pre-approval of texts 

District requires rental fee for textbooks and other materials 

District refuses to supply books upon request 

District refuses to supply books in a timely manner 

District is critical of religious instruction 

Evaluations, testing, and end of year submissions

2003-2004    2004-2005

District insists upon submitting the portfolio before June 30 

District requires resubmission of objectives at end of year 

District requires that portfolio confirm that objectives were met 

District requires documentation of ‘socialization’ 

District refuses access to vo-tech 

District refuses scores of some standardized tests on the PDE list of approved tests 

District insists upon use of standardized tests not on the list of approved tests for 

homeschooled students 

District requires certain scores in one or more areas on standardized test or threatens 

enrollment in the public school 

District insists upon use of certain evaluators 

District determines appropriateness of student education based upon volume of 

documentation in portfolio 

District ignores evaluator’s determination of appropriateness of home education 

program 

District insists upon letters from evaluators which contain details of the private 

academic information of students 

District insists upon or expects specific assignments to be documented in portfolio 

District insists upon students taking the PSSA test 

Portfolios are to be submitted to someone other than superintendent 

Portfolios are to be submitted to or reviewed by the school psychologist

District insists upon excessive documentation in portfolios 

District insists upon detailed logs of daily instructional activity 

District insists upon logging both days AND hours 

District insists upon meeting with family and/or student for end of year review 

District insists upon their teachers evaluating the student 

District offers services of their teachers for evaluation of students 

District personnel, not the superintendent, deal with the portfolio (position of 



reviewer) _______________________________________________________
Miscellaneous issues

2003-2004    2004-2005

District insists upon attendance at meetings/seminars/in-service for parents 

District insists upon attendance at meetings/seminars/in-service for parents prior to 


home educating 

District contacts parent without district letterhead or unofficial letterhead of the 

district 

District claims parents must pay a fee to the district in order to home educate 

District will not accept credits done in home education program when enrolling in 

public school 

District will not accept credits done in home education program when enrolling in 

public school even if using public school textbooks

When entering or re-entering the public school, district requires placement testing of 


home educated students not required of students enrolling in the public school 


from other educational options 

District threatens parents with loss of custody of their children if not complying with 

district demands (please describe) ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Other (please describe)__________________________________________________

                           _____________________________________________________________________

                           _____________________________________________________________________

If you have copies of any relevant documentation regarding your experience with the school district, it may be sent with this survey to:

Catholic Homeschoolers of PA

101 South College Street

Myerstown PA 17067

Please feel free to describe details of your experience as noted above if the categories above are not already adequate. Please direct any questions to us at 717-866-5425 or at info@catholichomeschoolpa.org. Survey results (not personal information) will be available on the network website at www.catholichomeschoolpa.org.
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